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BROKEN HILL SOLDIER’S |
. ADVENTURES. |

CAPTURED IN GALLIPOLL

i ——

PRISONER IN TURKEY AND BULGARIA.

ESCAPES THROUGH THE BALKANS
AND RUSSIA.

SENSATIONAL STORY OF ADVENTURE.

— ——

and die worthily |p memory of thewr

la the exporences ol Alexander ™A=t Im.ﬁtgcl:mg Spirit. The strangeness of
private, m-.er Battalion, Australan lm Sest’s experience lmy m the way death
perial Force, ol Port Pime and Broken smemed inexorably o upproach him,
Hill, story and mystery are so iniet romily mearsr amd  nearer, until the
woren that he might well cloim them prick of the bayonct was in his chest,
#4 AODESt the strangest of the war and his hands were bloeding as he tried

fwrites the Londen correspondent of to thrust it from hium

“The Sun" on September 17 He has The story to that pomt s that of

been déwp into enemy country. suffered many members of the Australian ar-

tartare, and escapid | he has travelled miee.  Sast was 3 mechanwe employed
a winter m Hossia, where wen n the workshops m Port Pirie and

Gbeatron would have brought imprison-  Broken Hill. An accomphished eng

weat and punshment, and baviog neer, 27 voars of age, he knew how to

yuped the onlots he hus been thrown take locomotives to pieces amd pot
@to the guard-roow under suspcion as  them together again.  He carmed 70
& SPY. n week for eght hourn a day,
& is o frank-faced, stracght-eved, Whﬂl meant easy times compn s
piain speakimg voung Russian, with a  With _his apprentice days ¢ Ode<sa
grester fonds < for s adopted coun But Russia mobilised againsy (lermany,
t:% of Austral than for all ather coun H-d M ﬂ"lhﬂﬂi mn Bmlu-n Hlil I.I‘Il:! |
tries on the curtt He possicas e mined Colonel Weir's “Tenth' —an-
two foost Boiceable character:stuw of h!'!dlj' one of the mast famons and
the Australian soldier—tlman, strong. glorious of Anstralian battalions |
pupple sinew amd 3 umple and gener- Bast was in the first company to jand
ona affeotian for his Jdstant home and on  Gallipoli Wounded the second
the peeple who Fve out there day, he was sent to Cairo Mena Hos-
# first great adventuse wns when pital, but fire weeks saw him back on
he faced death. Thousan!s of young the peninsula, where his depleted hat-
Australisns have looked death hravely talion waa hn-ltimln: the r;ﬁh'r. flank |
m the eve. Thousands have pecepted it south of Cﬂrﬂl‘l‘.‘:l Post, a _Thrknh |
ralmly, and made it raser for all Aps SOipeTs Wiara “_kﬂ'lﬂ their diﬂ‘] toll.
traliags now and heneoforward to live Thare was especially one sniper ,
JH. e warthils in Memory nf ther E amount of mhm’g eould locmte
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of searching could locmte |

poet defied our machine
mfles; his wnerring am
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i and made the siightest noise.
were invited to po out in
movement to locate him. and
might found himseli several
vards in front of our line
s bollet i his leg n:u! the enemy
l.pu- suspecting that he had  been
wifiged Sast sceoped out a hole
v mta it, and n
t three Turks stealing
thetr lamed quarry sur-
with thﬂr bayonets. They
wing him no mercs, The
langed in the dark and
came to Sast’s very skin.
efforts he semed 1t as
R, tad et Hesiag
exhausted mito his poor lair.
before doubting
at  Salisbury Plain
(September) Sast was able
hands whers the cuts of the
were still deep and rough. Dec
say the bullet = still i the W
irt from these scars Sast has ht.l'.To
aguinst the Turks
They carried him, he savs, to ther
where a2 German officer hathed
his wounds. For a day
was an nhkiect of puerest to hun-
dreds of Turkish soldiers, who crowded
him. Ther wemed to think
Sum something uncanny He was an
lm soldier—one of ' those reck-
nts who perforrued the m-
aud drew apd shed blood with
the generosity of daredevile Sast's
sory at this point has a special in-
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Turkish war prisops, and thus the onlye
man who can tell us sccuratelv what
few Australions captured 1w the
have been through, and how
thes have been treated

E_‘?

those who searched for him |

e

for he 13 the |
Aunstralian who has escaped from |

Bast had good attention snd m‘tlr‘hi

indness for a fortmight He
roughly examined by Turkish nﬂiﬂ-”

but hus sickness was obvious, and thoy |

did not press him unduly for mforma-
twon. They had him carried four

miles behind the hines, then conveyed |

21

the hittle railway near the Bulair
hnes, and they sent him by hespital
train In pretty hosprtal camp 1n
Hm he was visited by three
officers, one 5 German, He

informatioan

ii?

Ha wic thraat- |

JuvelIgence OTMCErS, ONe A Uerman, ne
refused information. He was threat-
ened mtt immediate du:l.lh ':'fhu::;
tare, with flocging. Still he
The German who wore Turkish umi-
form. but was far as BRast himself,
offered to let him off without punish-
ment if he would but tell the pom-
bers ou the Australian fromt, and the
tion of the battalions.

[t |

ignorance said he knew noth- |

more than what he had seen, said |
Just come from Egypt, and that |
seen nothing thers He tald
be would die rather than betray
comrados “Fon wil] de”
German, “as soon & you
}"In:l hospital.

“When sent from hospital to the Seu
:nth camp for war prisoners Sast soou.

TFE

g_a'

borror, saw again this (ll-omened
There were seve
ral bundreds of British prisoners at
mostly Roval Marine Light
Iﬂ-iq’ and sailors from the wrecksd
had to that

lﬂl tlhﬂ rmly men Australian *‘ran-
gmtwe that none

Cerman inqusitor
Scutar,

ﬂlil-wimlh

e, The mqumtar

rongh his exper-

Rumian origin, and seemed, morvover.

to mingle ont the Russian for special

Sormmeants.

Por a full day Sast was hammadd
nn

rrery kmd of merll pressure which wit
was brought

was strung

abd exmmmed by the German
of mam eould improvise
opon bhim. At length he
np to an iron ring by his  thumbs,

epder his armpiis w0 the mad

dle of his baek. in such a = av that hi=

il his torss
[ e

hoad was thrust forwac
wore just off the ground

eried out to them to kil
sy temaed  him

the more

shesr pamn and latgue, aml remem-
wereal nuthinng antd he found hdﬂﬂﬂ
¥ o bed with doctors over him.

bor tour days Sast was put through
this mwors! and physical torture.
sutfered excruciatingly im every bone
and musels in his body He ered for
hours for death.

Then they left him, and he ber.lmu
merely one of hundreds. But he and

bis few Aodtralian comrades were al-
whive wRfor srewanl  enaed SN Ll

and tortarer
was suspieious of Sast becamse of his

AgonT
A& few minntes wus intemee Spst
hitn, bot

merely
e o fow bouss be fmmted WiTough

|
| —

said |
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You will see me
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Ml few Aadtralian comrades wWere Ak
wavs under spocisl guand.  Sentries
sept alongside them They were not
allowe] to mwove without armed men
by their side  Sast inststs that Do
otier Australinn was tortured, but he
never vaows in his story that the Turks |
regarded the Australians as men apart
Metr rations were detestable black |
bromd, which sometimes had 1o I
winked for M menates before 0 would
giee wav 10 thear teoth - bad meat, ool
copius supplies of ten. It was poor
stifl, but it seemed to b no wore
than ordipary Turkish army fare, and

all Turks appeared to he sufferin;
from imsnficiency of food
Relief come from the CGerm

Sast saw {ow Germans during b B
weeks ot Seutari, bot as mterns! o
fuirs bevame more unsettled in C o
stantinople more Germans came troog-
ing  southwards and more reschid
Scutars At length the prisoners
were ordered to colleet all their goods
and depart. hecause the German offi-
cors wanted the barracks for their new
German  toops. Saet  deseribes  the
Seutar: porwks as  well-built  brick
build - gmiar to those of Cairo

The Cermans wanted the prisoners
awav ior another reason also.  They
wanted them “lent” tw Bulgana.
These hundreds of captured Britsh
fizhters were to serve the German puor
pose by going to Bulgaria under Turk-
wh guard, and imbuing a new and
wholesome respect amongst the Bul
garans for the great Turkeh army
which could “defeat” such men. The
prisaners were herded in cattle trucks
without windows or sapitary apph
ances, and for 38 hours they were kept
locked inside, whilst a slow and rum-
bling tramm crept slong the Balkan
rallwar to Sofia. From here the pris
oners wer, sent to Rustohuk, where
again they found themselves i bar
racks, this time under Bulgaran sol
diers and with Bulgarian taskmasters
setting them daiy labors m  road-
making.

Sast's knowledge of his mative Raus
s gave him enough common words
for conversation with the Bulgarian
seutries, and he found them sympa
thetic indeed towards hiz own coun-
trymen. One sentry im particular
brought him tobacco and winr.  He!
talked much of s havred of Germans
and his respect for the Ruossian lib-
erators of his eountry.  He hroucht
friends, and thev discussed with Sast |
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friends. and they discussed with Sast |

the way the Rusians had given Bul-

garia a flag and the way the Germans
were bringing them to slavery, Sast
made much of the pum:.mﬂi!n had |
managed to keep with him through
all his experiences a skin belt he had
brought from Australia with 23 sov-
ereigne.  Ons i went a long
way in suoplying funds for his nDew
friends and stimulating their friend-
ship. At length one agreed to run
away with him. He brought Sast a
Bulgarian uniform. He him the
password, and sketched s plan for
escape. Sast walked boldly out with

him on dark night and
through Rastchuk, unchal ., 1o
the outskirts of the ety a

horss and vehicle were seigad = The
runaways put 18 miles between them
aud Rustchuk before they discarded
their horse, stole food from a farm-
house, amd erept into a stack of hay
to sleep throughout davlight It was
January 4 of this vear. Days were
short, the cold was birter Sast and |
his mate walked on that mght for 18
miles. And then came the dilim]t_i‘i
of passing the seotries on the frogen |
Danube. |
It was more by good luck than by
management that they got scross. (me
wos a , the other wus an es
coped enemy soldier from a war prison
(apture meant certain death for the
ofté, Severe mishment and solitary |
confinement for the other, And tha
Buigarsan bank wes studded with sen
tres, posted to  prevent desertions
whilst mmudst the we of the river were
barges, and on the other bank were
people who as |ikelv as not would hand
the runawavs over to the authorities
“agst and hs friend reached t'e ics,
strode out boldly, and got som- wards
from the bank. Then a sentry's shots
rang out. Saost saye that as they ran
aross wth desperate speed X shots
whigzed past them. but non= hit. The
other bank was reached. and the men
pushed on inland to 4 farm, where

IuONeT Agaim t attention and com-
fort. Here Sast lay ill for a fortnight
fending on hot i milk and

calies. His Bulgarian friend went off
aftor three davs to surrender himself
to the authorities and he interned with
the 5000 of hs countrvmen who had
surveeded w0 crossine the frontwer,
Sawh's troubles =ora far from over.
for hes was in nesrly es moch peril



for hee was in nearly as moeh peril | to the nes Austiaian base at Tidworth,

from Russian as from Bulgarisn au
thoritien. He had left Russin in hs
late ‘teens without permission and with.

out passport, and as such was liable |

to severe punishment for eseap ng from
m litary AsTIce, " ow resources
were hent o the task of getting to an |
English port_and thence to the Austra |
lian forre.  He seeured Roumanian pea
sant clothes (mm s oss. and |
Imed md- n_lulg: silk vemt of manz |

rs and a rt nt  jacket,
made hs: wav to Bucm:u_ where he
¥ell in with a Ruscian sx-naval officer
iho had taken part in the hombardment
of Odessa durmg the revoluuon m 1905
and whom be faund full of fellow-fes|
ing. The Russian not only planned
Sest's escape swoss  the manian
fromtier. but sketvhed Ls easiest conrse
to Archangel. The difficalty of croming
the Lr;l:u:: lay in the fact th;l. Rns
E ] whs were posted at each recag-
nised cromung  Sast's friends fooand
him @ Houmanian Jew, who made His
living out of smugghng men and gnods
aroes ;. sl for a wolden soversign,
which he msisted was all he possessed,
Sast was safely landed an the Bnesian
bank. within walk ng distance of Kb
ner. By sxpending ail his mopey by
travelling in military trans, wnd by
avouding s | officals. Rast nassed safe
Iv through Kiefl. Moseow  Perragrad
and Voludia, wnd reached Archangel
where at ance he told s store to th
Britsh Consul. He had mow hat a few
shillings left. The ﬁmiﬂu:»d to
kaep his origim a_ docret s
hm to Hull  And Rast found hiinse!f
ugne on as o deck head en the Wilson

limer Toro, which landed bm on June
14 ut Hull, after two months and 14
davs ayxwus vovaging amidst cenergs
and i femr of Uerman suomarnes.
Sast’'s main duty was us for'ard watch,
and durng long hours he kept the

luokout, trst for bergs and then for!

submariges —work which brought him
more than £15 when he was pad off at

Hull

It wans pot
for Fate had o stioke of ili-fortone in
store ns srom cal as anvthing that has
struck an  Austrulao  soldier. The
| M LO, at Hull pos<ed the traveller
on to London, ehere ph Australion ser
goant awaited hon,  And Sost woaes seot
| to thrI pien Austeaian base nt Tidworth,

is - P S ——

the end of Sast's troubles, |

oo Salesbury Plauns, snd there cast woto
militasy For 22 davs he was

;II‘ LS, e
ander arrst for lis story seemed too
incredinle for belief

Boards of mq::r
gsat upon the case suspect ng that Sast
had br:-\\u-n in league 'ﬂ'ltii'tht* [l,‘urh, and
was stll wn hengue with them Sast's
story was fully endorsed and believed.
The courts juaged lim as smeere g3 he
hus been wdventurous snd daring.  And
today he drives the motor car ol the,
Assistant Provost-Marshal of the Aust
ralian toreee—the head of that milary
police svatem which bad received him
with cold snepcion,

1 hove had an bour with Sast. and
have read the court's notes and re-

purts.  The story canpot be fauited in
detarl, and has beéen corroborated at
pomt=. |t = 8 record of gtreoge deing

and enterprise But to meet bast is to
ke convines!  He has the smple heart-
edness of hos rovce, nod cross-examing
tion serves only to brighten the shinmg

quality in hs paterc—the guality of
simeere feelng which made any place
other than 'n the ranks of fighters

| mgmpst hie envises distastein) to him.
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