WAR

PORT PIRIE MAN'S STORY

——

Mr. Keith Murdoch, Tondon eorres.on-
dent of the Melbourne ““Herald,” tells the
foliswing exciting story:—

In tie experiences of Alexander Sasl,
private in the lh Battalicon (Seuth Auws
traliat of the Ausiralian Imperial Foree,
of Port Pirie and Broken Hil, romance
and mystery are so inlerwoven thaat he
may well elaim them to he amongsy Lae
strangest of toe war. He as been desp
into enemy eountry, haa suffered torture,
and escaped; he haa travelled through a
bitter winter in Hussia, where identilica-
tion would have brought [mprisooment
and punishment: and having repined the
volora e has been thrown into  the guard-
room under puspicion as a spv. Sast 13 4
frapk-faced, straight-eved, plain-speakiog
Young Bussian, with a greater fondness Tor
ins adopted country of Austrabin than for
all other countrieas on the earta. He pos
sesmes the (wo moat notable characteristion
nf the Australiin  soldier—clean, strons,
supple Anew, and & ®inple and generous
afiertion for s distant home and the
peaple who live out there,

Death Foced Hravely,

His first zreat adveuture was when he
faced death, Thousapda of young Aus
traiiana have looked deaty bwavely i te
eve,  [housands have aecepted it calmey
and made it easer for Avstralians pow and
heocelorward to live and die wortaily 1n
memory of therr untlinching spirit.  The
strangeness of Sast's experience lay in the
way desth seemed mexorably to approach
him, ¢oming nearer and nearer, until the
[:m'k of the bayonet was in his chest, and

in hahds were bleeding as he tried to
thrust it from him,

The etory 1o tiat point is  that of
many membera of tie Australian armies,
~asi wis a mechame emploved in 't
Pirie worksaops.  An sceomplisned engi-
neer, though only 27 years of age, he knoa
how to take locomolives w pieces and put
them together agan. lle earred £3 107 g
week for eight nﬂ:;; a day, which meant
1 Limea compa with his apprentice
daya in Udesy. He went to Hrqullm Hill
and thence jomned Colonei Weir's “*Glorious
lenth —undoubtedly one of the mosc
Iimous and zlorious of Australian bat-
talions. t

Sest was in the first company to land
on Gailipol.  Wounded thep'ugnnd day,
he was sent to Mena Hospital, but five
*eeks mw him bac: again on the Penin-
sula, vhere his depleted batralion was hold-
ing rl.tl:_t tlank south of Courtney's
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n& south of Courtneya
Post, amel Turkish snupers wers t.:lu';z
their daily toll. There was specially one
eniper whom no amount of ing could
iwente.  His hidden poa: defied our ma-
chine guns and rifles; his unerring am
picked off those who searched for nim at
night, and made the alightest nowe. \olun.
leers mere nvited to go ont m  fanlike
movement: to locate him, and Sast one
vight found himseif severai lundred yards
;n fmu; 'Slf our [ing with & bullet in his
eg, an: & enemy &niper suspecting that
he had been “winged.” LTﬂoo;gd ot
a hole, and rolled helpiessiy into it, and
it was there that three Turka, stealing
iorth to find therr lamed quarry, sur-
rounded him with their bayonets. = They

were for showing lum no mercy. The
foremost Tars ]IIIE in the dark, and his
bayonel came to Nast's very slun, With

ring efforia be seized it s it came,
tore bayonet and rifle from the Turk's
hands, and sani: bieeding and exhausted
into his poor lair.

Srara as Evidence,

Whea he appeared before doubtin
boards of officers at Salsbury Plans in.'
September Sast was able i shos hands
where the cuta of the Znife wera atill dee
and rough. Doctors sy the bullet is uuﬁ
in the hip, Apart from these aars, Sust
has little against the Turks, They carried
him to their lines, where a German officer
bathed and bandaged his wounds, For a
day he was an object of interest to hun.
dreds of Turzish sokdiers, xho croaded
round bhim. They te think him
semething uncanny., He was an Auwsiralian
soklier—one of these reckless op ta
who performed the impossible, apd drew
and u.'imd hlood with the generosity of dare-
s &
apecial interest and importance, for he ia

oniy mn who has escaped from |
Turkish xar prisons, and thus the only
man who can tell ascurntely what the fow
Australans captured by the Turks have
heen through and how they have been
treated, : E

Zaet had good attemtion and muoch kind- |
neen for a forumight. was roughly ex-
amined by Turkish officers, but his sickness
was obvious, and they did mot press him|
undu’y for imformation. They had him
carried fonr miles behind the lines, then
conveved to the little rajlway near the
Bulair linen, and then sent him by hospital|
train to a pretty hospital eamp in Thrace. |
Here he wan virited by three mtslligence|
ofticers, ane n Uerman. He refused imfor
mation. He was threatened with imme-|
diate death, with torture, with flogging.|
Still he refused. The Uerman who worael
Turkiceh uniform, but was fair na Hast him-|
sell, offered tn let him off withont punish-|
ment if he would bul tell the numbers on|
the Australian front and the distribution|
of the battalions, Sast pleaded ignorance,
He smid he knew nofhing mare than woat'
Ive had seem, a8 he had just comea from:
Egvpt, apd had seen nothing there. He
told them he would die rather than betray
hi:‘r_omr:dc .
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hix comradcs, |

“Yeu will die,” eaid the German, “an
(#onn as you come from this hospital. You'
Imll #ec Me AZAID.

e

Binzled (Out for Torment.

When sent from hespital 1o the Scutan
camn {or war prieonersa, =ast goon with
horror ssw agan s illomensd  Grerman
iniursitor. There were severnl  hundrisds
of Pritgeh prisoners ar sseutar,  mostly
Kova: Marine Light Tnfaniry and saioen.
from the wrecked submarines,  The Turks
up to that time had taken only reven Aus-
tralian “runkers,” and Sast s pomtive that
none of theee had to go through his ex-
peciences, The myuisitor amd  worturer
was suspicious of >ist because of his Hus
gian origin, and see moreaver to mngle
it the Ru=sian for specal torments.

For a full day =ast was harangued and
examingd ¥ Lthe German, and every kind of
maral pressure which wit of man could im-
{:‘rrlu’- was branght upon him. At lengtn

wag strung up o oan aron ring oy 19
thumbs, wiheh were hrought under his arm-
pita ta the middle of s back m such a
wav that hi= head wus thrust forward and
hia toea were just off the ground. The
agony after o fow minutes was ntense, Sasg
cried ant o them to kill him, but they
merely teceed hun the more,  Afier four
hooirs he fainted through sbeer pain and
fatigne, and remembered nothing until he
fonnd himse!f Iving in bed with doctofs
over him

For fonr dave =ast was put through
thi= moral and physical torture. ﬁe
pilfered exceruciatingly in every bone and
museele in his body. Me cried for hours
for death.

Then they left him, and he becams
mrrPII one of hundreds.  But he and his
few Austradinn comrades were always an-
der preain] guard, Sentries alept beside
them. [hey were not  allowed to mowv.:
without armed men by their ede. Sast
inzsta that no other Australian was tor
tared, ot he pever varies in his story tlat
the Turke regarded the Australians as men
apart.  Their rations were detestable black
bread, which mometimes had to be soakm]
for 30 minutes before it wonld pive way
to their teeth; bad meat and eopons sap-
plies of tea. It was poor stoff, but i
sermed to he no worse toan otdinary Tur
kish army fare, and all Turks apneired 1o
be suflering from insufliciency of food.

German Troops Arrive,

Relief eame from the Germans.  Sast
saw Jew Cermans during his first weeks
at Seutari, hut s internal affaire  becam~
more unsettled in Constantinople  moes
Germans came trooping suthwards and
more reached Scutari. At length the pri-
soners were  ordered to eollect all their
goodds andg depart, because the German offi
eots wanted tie harrackas for their new
German troops.  Sast deseribes the Seutar
harracka an well-built brick buildings, simi
iar to thoee of Cairo.

The Germana wanted the prisuners away
for another reason alss. They wanted them

“lent” tn_Bulgaria.  These hnodreds of

capturad British fighters were to serve Lhe

Germans” purpcse by going to Bulgana un-
der Turk: li" guard, lnﬂm siing a new and
wholesome wot among the Bulgarians

for the preat Turkish army, which eould
“defeat” =ach mem. The prisiners were
herded in cattle trucks without windows
o mnitary apphiances, and for 3 hourz
they were kept locked jnmide, whi'st a stow
amnd rumbling train crept along the Balkan
railway to Sofia.  From here the prisoners
were eent (o Hustchuls, where again they
found themselves in barracks, this Lime wp-
der Bulenrian soldiers and with Bubmarian
taskmnsters getting them daily labors in
road-making.

_Sast’s knowlmlge of his native Haue-
sian gave him h common words for
convermtion with the PBulgarian men-
triew, and he found them sympathetie
indeed  towards his own  countrymen,
One  seniry in particular brooght  him
tohacco and wine.,  Jle talked much of his
hatred of Germans, and his respect for
the Hussian liberstors of his country. He
bronght  friends, and they  dJiscussed
with fast the way the Romsians had
Flrm Bulgaria a flag, and the way the
IETTANS Were bnﬁ'mga them to slavery.
Sast mll{'ei‘. mlltr:h 'th h;mmth He lmﬁ
mana Q wit m t I
his eﬁﬁperl-rnme? wicin belt he had !1- hit
from Austmlia with 23 sovereigms, e
sovereign went a long way in mupnlying |
funds for his new friends and stimulating
thowr friendship.

At length one agreed to
with him.  He broight Sast a [
ian uniform. He told him the paswond
and shetched a plan for eszpe. Sas
Bt tnd Haead thuoch Tertai, | v
mght an roug| sichuk, un-
challenged, to the outskirta of the
citvy, where horse and wehicle were
arized. The runaways put 18 milen
hetween them and Rustchuk before they
disrarled their horse, stole food from ni
furmhouse, snd crept inte a stack of |
hay to sleep t darlight. It
was January, 4, 10 Dayn were short; |
rold was hitter, Bast and his mmie
walked on that night for 18 mi'es.  And |
then came the diffieulty of yacsing the sen.
tries on the frozen Danube. [

]
Sentry’s Shots Ring Out. |

Tt was more by good lock than by
management that they got across.  One |
was a deserter, the other was an es
caped enemy moldier from m war pri-
Capture meant ceriain death- for

aon.
ihe ome, severe punmhment and  soli-
tary confinement for the other. And

the Bulgarien bank was studde] with|
sentries, ted to prevent desertions, |
whilsg amidst the ke «of the miver were
bargea. nnd on the other hank were people
whn probably would hand the runaways
over to the authoritres. ;
Sast and lus friend reached the ice,
strode out boldly, and got eocme  yards
fram the bank  Then a sentrv's shots
rang out. st says that as they Tan
acroxs with desperate s 30 " shots
whiszed past them, but nome hit. The
other bank waa reached, amd the men
pushed on inland to a farin, whers money
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pushed on inland to a farin, whers money
again hought attentinn and comfort. Here
Sast lay ill for a f{ortnight, feeding on
ho: Beumanian milk and cakes. s But-
garian friend went off alter three days
te. mirrender himself tn the anthorities
and be interned with 1500 of hin coun-
trymen who had succeeded [n crossing rhe
frontier.

Sast'm trouhles were far from over, tor
he was in nearly as mnch peril from Hus.
Fian as from [Dulgarian suthorities. e
%iad left Romsia in hia late "teens without
prrmission and withont passports, and fe
sirh waa liabla to severe punishment for
escaping {rom military eorvice. His whale
resolirces were bent on the taak of getting
t: an English port. and thence to the
Australion force.  He serured Houmanian
pensmant clothes fron hia henefaciress, and,
attired in a gaudy #ffk vest of many
enlors, and a shoart peasant jarket. made
h's war tn Bucharest, ®wnere he fell in
with a Ruasian former naval officer whn
il taken part in the hombardment of
Ndessa during the revolution of 16, and
whom he found full of fellow feeling.

=i to Archangel.

The Russian not only planned Sast’s
e<cape across the Roumanan frootier, bat
eketohied hia ensiest eourse to Archangei.
The difficulty of crosmng the fronter iy
in the fart that Russian ofticals were

asted at each recognised cromsing,  Sast's
Fr]'rn-‘.! found him a Houmanwmn Jew, who
made h.s living out of =m ing men anid
givuls aeross; and for a BI Buversign,
whirh he inmatad was all he pomsesed,
Bast was safely landed on the Russman
bank, withq !'l”ﬂﬁ distance of Kichiner,
By expending all his moner, by travel
ling im military lrains and by avoiding
vivil officiala Sast passcd safely through
Kieff, Moscow, PPelrograd, and Voludja,
and reached Archangel, where al once he
told his story to the British copsul.  He
hal now hut a few mivillings left. I'h:2
consu] agreed to keep his oripin & secret,
‘and tn pase Lim to Hull,  And Sast
| found himself signed on as a deck hand on
the Wilson liner Toro, which landed him
|on June 14 at Hull, after two months and
IIll days ankious voyoging amidst iceber
{and (n fear of German snbmarines. Sast’s
| main duty was as forwand wateh, and dur.
ing long hours he kept the look-out, frst
i for bergs, and ghen tor suivuarines —work
'whieh bSroughi him more than £33 when
he was pmd off at Hull,

" It was not the end of Sast's troubles,
for fate had & stroke of idl-fortune im
|store as ironical s anything that ies strock
(an Awmrirabian soldier. The M.L.O, at Hull
| passed the traveller om to London, wiiere
| #n Australian eergeant awaited him. And
ast was =nt to the new Australian hase
at Tidworth, on Salisbury Plains, and thers
cagt into malitary prison. For 22 dayw he
wan under -nmldur his story seemed too
inereditile for . Roards of e Eal
uprn the cise, sus that hed
bhetn in the Turks, snd was
stlll in I with them, Sast’s -‘h]r}- Wil
ultimately fully endormed and belicved. ‘m
coutin judged him s sineers r_lh b
LF. BT

been adventumine and darins

courla judged him as sineers as he had
been adventurnue and daring, Ard to-day
he drives the motor car of the Assistant
Provost Marshal of the Australian Forees—
tie head of that military police ﬂ;mnm
which bad recerved him with eold sus
pieinn. :

I have had an hour with Sast and have
read the court’s notea and reports. The
#'ory cannot be faulted in detail, and has
Iwen corpahorated at pointa, 1t i= a record
of strange tlarjnf and ente = But to
meet Sast 18 to e romvineed, He has the
sitple-lartinesa of his race, and eross-
examipation ferves ondy to brighten the
shining quabity of hw nature—the quality of
Mncere ?fel.i:ng, which made any place other
than in the ranks of fighters againgt hus
encmues dstasteful to hun



